
NEASC Report: School Climate Too Cold 
___________________________ 
By:Abby Bushell, Editor-in-Chief 
 

This morning, Principal 
Raymond Manka received a report 
from the New England Association of 
Schools and Colleges (NEASC) 
stating that Stamford High will no 
longer be an accredited institution due 
to its inadequate school climate. 
Needless to say, chaos erupted at 55 
Strawberry Hill Ave.  

According to NEASC’s 
standards, an acceptable school 
climate may fluctuate anywhere 
between arid desert and tropical 
rainforest. Unfortunately, Stamford 
High’s climate currently qualifies as a 
tundra. The low temperatures and 
short growing seasons common to 
tundras make for inefficient learning 
conditions for several reasons. For 
one, students have significant 
difficulty looking down at their desks 
over their giant winter coats and 
scarves protruding from their chests. 

A flabbergasted Mr. Manka, 
who burst into freezing tears upon 
reading the report, has reportedly 
been curled up in his office in the 
fetal position, suffering from not only 
fierce anguish as a result of Stamford 
High’s loss of accreditation, but also 
hypothermia. Therefore, he could not 
be reached for comment.  

In any event, immediate 
action will be taken to warm the 
school, which is presently kept at a 
brisk 12 degrees Fahrenheit. While 
many faculty, including Assistant 
Principal Laskowski, are sad to see an 

end to the daily snowball 
fights in the cafeteria, he 
admits that such activities 
“were probably a major 
distraction to students.”  

The school nurses 
rejoiced when they received 
word that the school would be 
warmed. Head Nurse Taccone 
said, “All we have to offer 
sick students here at the 
nurse’s office are ice packs. 
With the school being so cold, 
students no longer need our 
services; they’ll just tear an 
icicle from the ceiling. I’m 
looking forward to feeling 
useful again!”  

Modifying the 
school’s climate to be more 
tropical also alleviates other 
health concerns. This may 
mean that Stamford high will 
no longer hold the national title of 
“greatest number of reported 
incidences of frostbite among 
students.” While beloved SHS 
Assistant Principal Forker boasts this 
ranking to anyone who will listen, 
supplemented by, “winners win,” 
many do not share his view of this 
being an achievement. Hopefully, 
SHS will see a decline in serious 
health conditions induced by freezing 
temperatures, including snow blower-
related injuries. 

Stamford High’s loss of 
accreditation has many senior 
students wondering whether or not 

they will be able to graduate this 
June. Senior Class President Daniel 
Altamura trembled (partially due to 
the school’s temperature, partially due 
to his uneasiness, and partially due to 
the fact that his hands just shake a lot) 
when he commented that “it would be 
torture to spend a fifth year in high 
school.” Senior Class Adviser Jeremy 
White is ecstatic, remarking that “the 
Class of 2017 is my favorite class. It 
would be a true honor to have them 
here for another year and have them 
graduate as the class of 2018.”  

In other news, fights have 
broken out amongst the grade levels 

because many have already purchased 
apparel silkscreened with what they 
thought would be their graduating 
year. Sophomore Lalith Goali, who 
will now not graduate until 2020, said 
that “my life is ruined. All of the class 
of 2019 clothing I purchased is 
nothing more than garbage.” 

SHS anticipates a swift 
transition to a tropical climate, so put 
away the parkas and get out the tube 
tops, people! 

 

David Ortiz Joins SHS Coaching Staff
         __________________________ 
         By: Lucas Beldotti, Staff Writer

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
                                                                         

David Ortiz, former Boston 
Red Sox slugger, has joined 
the  coaching staff as their hitting 
coach.  Affectionately known to his 
fans as Big Papi, the 40-year-old 
Ortiz retired from the MLB in 
October despite one of his best 
seasons, hitting 38 home runs, 127 
RBIs and a batting average of 
.315.   Ortiz would have stayed in the 
MLB longer, but the idea of coaching 
for the Black Knights must have been 
more appetizing to the future hall-of-
famer.  

So, why SHS?  Over the 
Christmas holiday, one of the senior 
members of the SHS baseball team, 
Lucas Beldotti, was seated next to Big 
Papi in a Boston restaurant.  A 
conversation between Beldotti and 
Big Papi revealed that Lucas, while 
excited about his senior year of 

varsity baseball, was concerned that 
hitting would be a weakness on the 
SHS team this spring.  Beldotti 
jokingly asked if Big Papi had any 
time this spring to come to Stamford 
as their hitting coach.   

On March 30, 2017, Rit 
Lacomis, the Head Coach of the SHS 
baseball team, called Lucas into his 
office to tell him about a phone call 
that he just received.  “He asked me if 
I knew David Ortiz and I told him the 
story of us meeting in the restaurant,” 
Beldotti states.  Lacomis then told 
Beldotti that Ortiz agreed to come to 
Stamford from April through the 
middle of May to work with the 
team.  “To be honest, I thought he 
was lying,” laughs Beldotti. 
It is, in fact, true.  Ortiz loves the 
game of baseball and enjoys  
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working with kids. When TRT sat 
down with Coach Ortiz, he 
said, “Nunca pense que estaria 
trabajando con estudiantes de 
secundaria, hasta que Lucas me 
pregunto y la idea esta en mi cabeza 
desde ese momento,” (For our non-
Spanish-speakers, he said, “I never 
thought about working with high 
school students, until Lucas asked and 
then I just could not get the idea out 
of my head”). Beldotti’s love and 
knowledge for the game of baseball 
impressed Big Papi.  Some members 
of Big Papi’s family from the 
Dominican Republic live in Stamford, 
so he figures this is a great way to 
share his love of the game and 
hopefully some of his skills with 

these young athletes, while spending 
time with extended family.  

“I look forward to working 
with these kids.  From what Lacomis 
says, Lucas and quite a few others on 
the team have some real potential,” 
says Ortiz.  Lacomis is thrilled to 
have Ortiz join the staff.  The 
coaching staff will welcome Ortiz by 
making lots of room for him in the 
locker room.  Lacomis also plans to 
ask Mr. Manka to give Big Papi a 
good parking spot.  “We look forward 
to his arrival.  I am sure that our fan 
base will grow with Big Papi in our 
dugout,” states Lacomis. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LUNAR MODULE DOWNER!  
Trump Appoints Yearbook Adviser as Secretary of Space         

_____________ 
 By: Griffin Olshan.Editor-in-Chief 
 
     On Thursday, President Trump’s 
press secretary Sean Spicer 
announced in his press conference 
that the president will nominate 
Stamford High’s yearbook adviser 
Module Downer as the Secretary of 
Space. The significance of this is not 
only that a member of the SHS 
community will be joining the 
president’s cabinet, but that the 
president has finally nominated 
someone qualified to join his 
administration.  
     Downer, the yearbook coordinator 
here at SHS, has always been very 
passionate about space. In a statement 
Downer released to the press, she 
said, “I was very excited when I saw 
the president wanted to nominate me. 
He DM’d me on twitter, asking me if 
my name was really ‘Module.’ I 
replied saying yes, then he asked me 
if I would be the secretary of Space. 
It’s truly an honor.”  
    Ever since her parents named her 
Module, she has been kind of 
interested in space. As a kid, she 
wanted to be an astronaut, but then 

when she turned 7, she decided she 
wanted to be an artist. In an exclusive 
interview she gave TRF, she told us, 
“Well, it’s not much of a jump from 
being an art teacher to heading up to 
NASA, am I right? [hysterically 
laughs]” Indeed, she is.  
     Many famous alumni have walked 
the halls of Stamford High School. 
Between Archduke Franz Ferdinand 
of the Austro-Hungarian Empire, to 
Rock n’ roll Hall-of-Famer and music 
icon John Lennon and very good boy 
Air Bud,  Downer  will join the 
prestigious  wikipedia page, “Notable 
SHS alumni.”  
     Downer’s senate hearings are to 
begin Monday in Washington. 
Connecticut’s Senior Senator Richard 
Blumenthal, a member of the Senate 
Judiciary committee, spoke very 
highly of Downer. He went on the 
record saying, “With many of the 
president’s controversial picks, such 
as Scott Pruitt to the EPA, to Jeff 
Sessions for AG, we, the Democrats, 
are happy to finally see someone who 
we can openly support. With a name 

like ‘Module,’ she’s 
very qualified to lead 
NASA.” The Senator 
finished by saying that 
he hopes the 
confirmation hearings 
go smoothly.  
     Not all Senators are 
as positive about 
Trump’s nomination. 
When Senate majority 
leader Mitch 
McConnell was asked 
about the president’s 
nomination, he said, 
“Ok, I guess the party would back 
her.” He was clearly not as positive as 
Senator Blumenthal’s response. 
However, this may stem from the 
Republican party’s support of 
Corporal Buzz Lightyear, another 
prospect for the position. Also in the 
running was Lieutenant Tom Hanks 
and Mark Watney, the first man to 
walk on Mars.  
     One thing that sets the above 
mentioned men apart from Downer is 
that they have all been in space. Mark 

Watney was even left stranded on 
Mars after his team left him for dead 
when their mission went wrong. 
Downer has never been in space. 
When we asked her about having 
never been to space, she said, “Oh, 
but I’ve been to space in my dreams! 
It was really cool! [sidesplitting 
laughter]” 
     Although the nomination is not 
ideal, both parties are showing signs 
of unity for the first time thus far. 

 

 
Tim Tebow Discovers New Hidden Vocation after a Superb Water Aerobics Class 

 
          ___________________ 

By: Everett Dolam,Staff Writer 
 

Tim Tebow held a press 
conference Thursday morning to 
announce that he has discovered a 
new career calling in the water 
aerobics industry, due to his lack of 
interest in Major League Baseball. He 
stated that his game was not quite at 
the level he expected. Apparently, 
there may have also been clubhouse 
chemistry issues, as he mentioned he 
couldn’t understand why the other 
players kept on calling him “sideshow 
Tim.” But Tebow, being the superstar 
athlete that he is, began water 
aerobics and disc golf classes to stay 
in shape and to “soothe his mind” 
after a surprisingly eventful preseason 
of baseball. We, similar to the other  

two people who attended the press 
conference, were simply at a lack of 
words at his thought process and were 
truly sad that we even had to cover 
such a dry topic. After only one 
career change, most people were 
already tired of Tebow.  

Later in the press conference, 
Tebow said  that he felt God’s touch 
as he grasped his hands with his 

aerobics partners hands stating that, 
“it was something I had never felt 
before.” To follow up on this 
statement one reporter asked if the  
touch was similar to what he felt 
praying during his football games. 
Tebow simply responded that, “I was 
only praying to be traded to the Jets, 
which I would soon regret, just like 
most players.” 
 The following Sunday we 
were able to catch Tebow heading 
into the community pool, after  
deciding to continue his passion for 
water aerobics instead of disc golf, 
and were lucky enough to ask him a 
couple questions about his decision. 
We asked what his real reasons for 
taking such a leap into this sport 
were, and  

he responded saying that, “I did my 
best with my dream of football, I did 
my best with my daydream of 
baseball, and now I’m gonna try 
making something out of this fluke”  
as he warmed up his thighs for 
practice. We also asked him what he 
would do if water aerobics doesn’t 
pan out and he said that, “if this 
doesn’t work out, I could probably do 
water aerobics commentary.” To 
finish up our questioning, he ended 
saying that, “I’m just doing me” 
which just proves that he is well on 
his way back to a new career 
decision.

 

WANT TO MAKE A QUICK 

BUCK? BE SAM BERKUN’S 

PROM DATE AND MAKE 

THE EASIEST $200 OF 

YOUR LIFE! FOR MORE 

INFO, TALK TO SAM! 
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Round Table Uncovers Scandal within Round Table Regarding Puppies 
       _____________________________________ 
       By: Nick Lucente, Science/Technology Editor

 
You may know Jonathan 

Ringel as the beloved journalism 
teacher that runs the school 
newspaper known as The Round 
Table. In recent years, The Round 
Table has become an award-
winning online newspaper. What 
you don’t know is how they got to 
that point. I’m going to walk you 
through the terribly gruesome 
behind-the-scenes events that take 
place to allow the newspaper to 
achieve so much success.  

Only a mere five years 
ago, The Round Table was a sad 
little example of a printed 
newspaper. Why all the sudden 
rise to fame? Where did they get 
the money to have such a fantastic 
website? Most importantly, why 
all of the sudden interest in 
journalism among the student 
body? You came here seeking 
truth, and I am here to deliver. 

Truth be told, students are 
not interested in journalism. No 
no, that’s not why they are taking 
the class. Students take the class 
because of the puppies. Yes, the 
puppies. Ringel has been bribing 

students to take part in The Round 
Table by handing out puppies at 
the end of each school year. Each 
student has a choice to receive 
either an adorable Golden 
Retriever or a heavenly Maltese 
Poodle, and it is just unacceptable. 
This form of class recruitment 
cannot be tolerated in the 
Stamford High School 
establishment and it must be 
stopped immediately. Parents are 
not pleased coming home to a 
newly-born puppy, but won’t say 
anything because it makes their 
kid so happy and they cannot bear 
to take it away from them. I am 
here to save those parents from 
ever having to do so; I am their 
voice. Puppies are known to be 
gateway pets— once you get 
hooked, you can’t stop. First it’s a 
puppy, then it’s a bird, then it’s a 
goat, and then eventually the kid 
comes home with an alpaca. I’m 
not kidding. This burden on 
parents has become a crisis 
stemming from SHS and it must 
end.  

So the puppies explains 
the sudden interest in taking the 

class, but how can Ringel 
afford such a fantastic (and I 
mean phenomenal, really 
good stuff) website with 
what seems to be no 
fundraising at all? I’ll tell 
you how.       

Jonathan Ringel has 
opened an illegal barbershop 
during his free period and is 
using the money to directly 
fund The Round Table, 
buying cameras, 
microphones, green screens, 
and all sorts of other 
equipment to make sure The  
Round Table stays at the top. 
Several students have taken 
advantage of this newly 
opened shop and have begun 
to skip important classes to 
get their hair cleaned up. I 
don’t understand how Ringel 
has become so good at 
cutting hair in the first place, but 
he actually does do a pretty good 
job. I actually went to him 
yesterday to get a quick trim, but 
that’s beside the point. 

My point is Jonathan 
Ringel is a menace - A MENACE 

I SAY! His actions deserve 
punishment and I can no longer be 
a bystander. Please, call our 
hotline today at (203)-977-5365 or 
contact your state representative. 
Call as soon as you can.Think 
about the poor parents.

 
 
 

Bushell Returns After Meme Rehab 
          

____________________________ 

By Mariel Barocas, Opinion Editor 
 

Stamford High school and 
the entire staff of The Round 
Table eagerly welcomes back our 
former Editor-in-Chief, Abigail 
Bushell. Bushell returns to 
Stamford High after a three-
month-residency at the Pepe’s 
Treatment Center for Teens in 
Casper, Wyoming.  There, 
Bushell worked  overcome her 

troubling addiction to Internet 
memes.   

Bushell has taken full 
control of her own life thanks to 
the help of the friendly staff and 
countless doctors who aided her 
on her difficult journey to 
recovery. However, it wasn’t 
always smooth sailing for Bushell; 
years of excessive meme exposure 
and isolating compulsive 
behaviors escalated to the incident 
only three months prior that 

forced her family to seek 
professional treatment.   

On a seemingly average 
Monday afternoon this past fall, 
Bushell’s family became 
concerned when she did not return 
from school. After waiting several 
hours and contacting a majority of 
Abby’s friends, they had no 
choice but to involve the 
authorities. They filed a missing 
persons report with the Stamford 
Police Department. At a press 
conference the following day, 
Stamford Police Chief Meg Usta 
released a statement: “My 
colleagues and I will do 
everything we can to provide for 
Abby’s safe return to her family. 
While I unfortunately cannot 
release information on the 
progress of the case, I can assure 
you we have taken special 
precautions to ensure this situation 
is handled quickly and 
effectively.” 

It wasn’t until the 
following Thursday, when a 
security guard at the Danbury Fair 
mall reprimanded a disheveled 
and sleep-deprived Bushell, that 
her family was reunited with her. 
Mall police reported to the apple 
store after several employees 
complained that a woman in her 
late teens, early twenties was 
setting the home screens of every 
electronic device in the store to a 
different Internet meme. Bushell 
was taken into custody by mall 
authorities and was reunited with 
her family later that evening. 
However, similar instances of a 
woman frantically setting the 

home screens of devices to memes 
in Apple, Verizon and Best Buy 
stores throught Fairfield county 
were reported. Eventually, using 
surveillance footage, police were 
able to trace Bushell’s escapade 
from store to store, finally 
shedding light on her whereabouts 
over the continuous 72 hours 
when she was missing.  

Senior Lauren O’Neill 
expressed her concern for her 
friend, saying, “Before she 
returned from the treatment 
center, she was at the lowest point 
in her life. I knew it was serious 
when she would only answer 
questions in class using memes.” 
Other members of the Stamford 
community have also expressed 
similar concerns and support of 
Abby’s endeavors to rid herself of  
her meme dependence. Social 
Studies teacher and fellow meme-
enthusiast Jeremy White said, 
“While we enjoyed a good meme 
together now and again, I knew 
Abby needed professional help 
after her grades in my AP 
Micro[economics] class 
plummeted because of her 
addiction.”   

Abby’s complete 
rehabilitation is impressive. 
Though her friends and family 
have been cautious of a relapse, 
abby has succesfully limited her 
meme exposure from over 8 hours 
a day to only the occasional meme 
shared with friends. We wish 
Abby the best of luck on her 
future accomplishments!
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Manka’s Approval Rating at All Time Low
_________________________ 
By: Sam Berkun, Sports Editor

 
Stamford High School 

Principal Raymond Manka, 
received his lowest approval 
rating since taking the job in 
2015. A recent Round Table poll 
puts Manka’s favorability at just 
below 25 percent.   

Many are attributing this all-
time low to his frequent and 
controversial tweets, new hairstyle 
and wardrobe, and excessive use 
of the PA system.   

Senior Matt Valenti expressed 
his sentiments about the second 
year principal, saying, “He’s cool 
and all, but maybe a different 
occupation would suit him better, 

like an art critic or lifeguard. It’s 
just not for him.” Valenti’s 
comments are harsh, yet justified. 

In fact, during Manka’s first 
day on the job he abused his PA 
system privileges by picking up 
the line approximately 10-15 
times to inform all faculty 
members that he was out of coffee 
beans. He then continued the 
inappropriate behavior, requesting 
that numerous students report to 
his office immediately, where he 
then proceeded to lock the 
students out of his room with 
demands of a caramel latte 
macchiato from a nearby Dunkin’ 
Donuts. 

The coffee lover didn’t stop 
there. He was spotted mixing and 
matching reserved parking signs 
so that his parking spot would be 
closest to the front door.   

Recently, students and faculty 
have also taken offense to 
Manka’s newfound wardrobe. 
“Sometimes he mismatches his 
stripes and plaids, and shows 
some skin when sporting his 
ripped jeans too. It’s disturbing 
and distracting,” says guidance 

counselor Tiffany Russo. In 
addition, Principal Manka has 
since disposed of his old hairstyle, 
and has gone with a modest Gene 
Simmons-type look.  

Initially, when asked about his 
attire and style of hair, Manka 
declined to comment, later telling 
another source “I’m trendy!”  

If the abhorrent behavior 
wasn't enough to pin Manka’s 
approval rating at an all-time low, 
his controversial tweets sure were.  

Manka spent the bulk of his 
Thursday morning beefing with 
Westhill principal Camille 
Figluizzi on Twitter.  

The online grudge match 
started when Raymond Manka 
(@EducatingMANka) tweeted at 
Figluizzi (@WHSPrincipal), 
accusing her of not being a 
natural-born citizen despite the 
existence of public records that 
prove otherwise. After few 
exchanges over Twitter, Manka 
requested that Figluizzi “show 
proof of [her] birth certificate and 
tax returns.” The exchange ended 
with a few unnecessary emojis, 
likely those of mockery.  

It was a truly embarrassing 
moment for the entire Stamford 
High School community. 
Whenever the situation is brought 
to Manka’s attention,  he can be 
seen snickering and shrugging. 

Students of Stamford High 
School also took to Twitter to 
express their discontent with 
Manka’s recent actions and started 
a trending hashtag, 
#NotMyPrincipal. 

Tenured teacher Jeremy 
White weighed in on the success 
of the current Stamford High 
School principal. He said, “His 
leadership is almost as bad as his 
humor.”  

Principal Manka’s approval 
rating may be the first in history 
to hit negative numbers, thereby 
initiating a seldom used Board of 
Education policy where an 
immediate self-imposed 
mandatory five-day suspension 
must commence. Assistant 
Principal Matthew Forker lies in 
waiting.     

 
 

LaVar Ball Elected To Hall 
of Fame on First Ballot
_____________      
By: Mark Gjuraj 

 
According to sources, 

LaVar Ball will be one of the 
basketball legends enshrined into 
the Naismith Memorial Basketball 
Hall of Fame this coming season. 
This was Ball’s first year of 
eligibility, so it is safe to say that 
basketball fanatics, casual 
viewers, and anyone who has not 
been living under a rock during 
the past two weeks would not 
disagree that Ball has done more 
than enough in his career to justify 
his induction. 

The HOF Class of 2017 
was meant to be kept confidential 
until Monday, April 3, but after 
one of our reporters ran into Ball 
at a local park in Chino Hills, 
California, he revealed the 
incredible news. As he heckled 
the neighborhood children, 
ranging from ages 5 to 7, Ball 
expressed his gratitude toward 
receiving such an esteemed honor. 

“Well, it is cool an’ all 
that I was elected into the Hall on 
my first ballot,” Ball admitted, 

“But, I believe one ballot is far too 
many. As far as I’m concerned, 
I’ve been on this beautiful Earth 
for 48, goin’ on 49 years now. To 
tell you the truth, I think this is 
about 46 years overdue, as the day 
I touched my first basketball at the 
humble age of two, I was already 
the G.O.A.T. [Greatest of all 
time].” 

It is indeed a tall task to 
refute the claims from whom 
many deem to be the most gifted 
ball handler the universe has ever 
seen, Charles Barkley.  

“In his hay day, LaVar 
was a force to be reckoned with,” 
stated Stephen A. Smith, esteemed 
ESPN basketball analyst. “He 
possessed a wider skillset than 
any other player in the league put 
together. He revolutionized the 
way we look at the sport, and 
there will never be another LaVar 
Ball. I mean for chrissakes, this 
man has BALL in his name. He is 
the best player we will ever 
witness grace the court, and to 
suggest anything otherwise would 
be a BLASPHEMOUS fallacy.” 

Besides crushing Michael 
Jordan 21-0 in a one-on-one— a 
contest that ended with Jordan 
being rushed to the hospital with 
12 broken bones— Ball’s talents 
are best summed up by his time at 
Washington State University. 
There, he averaged a staggering 
2.2 points per game, coupled with 
2.3 rebounds and 1.0 assists per 
game. Not to mention, his 40.4% 
shooting from the field made him 
an unbearable threat. His 
opposition never dared to foul 
him, as  his 45.0% free throw 
percentage was enough to put any 
game to bed. 

“I think those NBA 
clowns owe me big time,” 
commented Ball.  He addressed 
his decision to stay out of the 

league after his dominant reign in 
college: “I wasn’t tryin’ to 
embarrass nobody. There’d be no 
league if LaVar Ball joined. The 
abuse would be too gruesome for 
television.”  

Ball hopes his three sons, 
Lonzo, LiAngelo, and LaMelo 
could be inspired by his 
introduction to the Hall as they 
near the beginning of their 
professional journies. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


